[image: image1.png]@ 20M-200

United Nations Decade on Biodiversity





Ref.: SCBD/MPO/AF/NP/DA/fd/83810





8 August 2014
N O T I F I C A T I O N

Invitations for Proposals for the Rio Conventions Pavilion to be held at the margins of the twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention 

on Biological Diversity (COP 12) - Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea

Madam/Sir,

The Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), in consultation with the Secretariats of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Global Environment Facility (GEF), will convene the Rio Conventions Pavilion at the margins of the twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the CBD (COP 12) to be held from 6 to 17 October 2014 in Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea.

With the kind support of the host Government, the Rio Conventions Pavilion will provide opportunities for Parties and organizations to highlight activities linking biodiversity conservation, sustainable land management and climate change mitigation and adaptation, especially at national and sub-national levels.

The Rio Conventions Pavilion contributes to enhancing awareness-raising, information-sharing and outreach in the framework of the Rio Conventions (CBD COP Decision IX/16) and to strengthening the collaboration between the Rio Conventions (UN General Assembly Resolution 64/203 of (14 December 2009). 
Running in parallel with the COP, its side event programme and other parallel events, the Rio Conventions Pavilion will bring together presentations, panel discussions and workshops designed around cross-cutting issues of relevance to the three Rio Conventions, such as reduced emissions from deforestation and forest degradation, climate change adaptation and sustainable land management. In addition, this may include synergies with respect to implementation in a range of ecosystems, including marine, coastal and island ecosystems, drylands and wetlands. The Rio Conventions Pavilion will also provide opportunities to highlight a number of cross-cutting issues relevant to the Millennium Development Goals, the Post-2015 United Nations development agenda and sustainable development goals, including, for example:

· linking biodiversity, climate change and sustainable land management in poverty

· eradication: the role of ecosystem-based approaches; 

· the economics of biodiversity and ecosystem services in climate change management;

· the role of traditional knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities; and
· gender perspectives in linking biodiversity, climate change and sustainable land management.

Events will, as far as possible, be clustered within daily themes and narratives that will be determined on the basis of proposals received. Full details about the Rio Conventions Pavilion at CBD COP 12 are provided in the attached guidance note, entitled “Planning Guide for the Rio Conventions Pavilion at CBD COP 12”.

Parties and organizations are invited to submit proposals for events that would highlight actions and experience that link biodiversity conservation and sustainable use, ecosystem management, sustainable land management and climate change mitigation and adaptation. Events that highlight the activities of more than one Party or organization are strongly encouraged. Submissions should include the following:

· The name and e-mail address of the contact officer;

· The name and description of the presentation (maximum 150 words);

· Information on the agency and partners who are implementing the activity to be highlighted during the event;

· Links to any online resources that describe the activities;

· Audio visual requirements; and
· Description of any materials to be exhibited on the day of the event, for example a poster or stand-up banner, printed materials and CD-ROMs

Please fill in the template provided in the aforementioned “Planning Guide” and submit your proposal by e-mail to the CBD Secretariat at: secretariat@cbd.int and to rio.pavilion@cbd.int at your earliest convenience but no later than 22 August 2014. Please make sure to include “Rio Conventions Pavilion” in the subject line.

CBD, UNCCD and UNFCCC National Focal Points are encouraged to coordinate the preparation of their country’s request. Please note that in the event a high number of proposals is submitted, it is possible that not all who express interest will be invited to make presentations. 
Please accept, Madam/Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration, 

Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias


Executive Secretary

Planning Guide for the Rio Conventions Pavilion at CBD COP12
Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea 7- 16 October 2014
Background
The Rio Conventions Pavilion (RCP) is a collaborative initiative of the Secretariats of the three Rio conventions and the Global Environment Facility. Since 2010, over thirty governmental, non-governmental and international organizations have participated as active partners in the RCP. The objective of the RCP is to promote and strengthen synergies in implementation of the Rio conventions as instruments of sustainable development by providing a coordinated platform to enhance capacity-building, awareness-raising, information sharing and outreach within the framework of the three conventions. Information on previous events held under the Rio Conventions Pavilion is available on the RCP website at www.riopavilion.org and through the Rio Conventions Pavilion Bulletin of IISD Reporting Services
.

The Rio Conventions Pavilion will next convene, facilitated by the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and with the kind support of the Government of the Republic of Korea, at the margins of the twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the CBD (COP 12) that will be held from 6 to 17 October 2014 in Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea.
Venue
and dates

The twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the CBD will be held at the Alpensia Convention Centre in Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea. Details about the venue are provided in the Information Note for Participants, available at: http://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/cop/cop-12/other/cop-12-info-note-en.pdf.

The Rio Conventions Pavilion will be located in Concert Hall of the Alpensia Convention Centre from 7 to 16 October 2014.
Facilities 
· Meeting room capacity: 300 in auditorium style seating. 

· Podium table for six with 3 microphones and power sockets for laptops, LCD Projector connected to 1 computer wired to internet connection (video and sound), flipchart with markers, 4 additional microphones on stands for audience participation, and Wi-Fi access.

Please note the following:

· No office or storage space will be available.

· Self-standing exhibitions/posters can be displayed in the lobby of the Concert Hall.

· Copy/print services are available on a commercial basis through the business centre.

Access/Accreditation

All organizers, participants and speakers at the Rio Conventions Pavilion at COP 12 will need to be pre-registered as representatives of observer organizations admitted to COP 12. Details on registration for COP 12 are provided in the Information Note for Participants to CBD COP 12 at the information link provided above.

Programme Themes


The theme adopted for COP 12 by the host Government is Biodiversity for Sustainable Development. 

Against this background, the role of the Rio conventions in sustainable development and in the context of the future post-2015 development agenda and sustainable development goals (SDGs) will provide an overarching theme for the Rio Conventions Pavilion at COP 12.

In addition, the following thematic areas will be addressed in the programme of the RCP:

1. Ecosystem restoration - including coastal and tidal ecosystems and wetlands, as well as forested landscapes and watersheds;
2. Desertification and dryland restoration and achieving land degradation neutrality, including community-based natural resource management for sustainable livelihoods;
3. Ecosystem-based adaptation, including the use of EBA to lessen the vulnerability of people and ecosystems to adverse impacts of climate change, while achieving social, economic and cultural co-benefits for indigenous peoples and local communities;
4. Reduced emissions from deforestation and forest degradation, REDD+;
5. Natural Capital and national accounting - incorporating natural capital and the values of ecosystem services into national accounting systems;
6. Disaster Risk Reduction and natural infrastructure. Resilient ecosystems can play an important role in climate change mitigation and adaptation and in reducing the risk and impact of disasters. Sessions could highlight new approaches, experience, lessons learned and best practices;
The following cross-cutting issues will also be addressed:
7. Gender mainstreaming

8. Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)
9. Technical and scientific cooperation and technology transfer

10. Financing and resource mobilization for sustainable development

11. Traditional knowledge, innovations and practices
Based on the overall composition of proposals received, as has been the practice on previous occasions, the programme will be organized on the basis of daily themes that reflect the issues noted above. Other issues may cut across daily themes either as dedicated events, or cross-cutting throughout the programme.

Partners are therefore invited to propose events organized either as (a) a single session or (b) as a programme of linked sessions over the course of a day, under an overarching theme such as a “REDD+ Day”, and involving a lead agency and a number of organizations.

In respect to the latter, the following initiatives have already been proposed and are being developed:

· “Tree Diversity Day”, led by the World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF), building on the same programme held at the RCP at CBD COP 11;
· “Transformative Initiatives”, led by UNDP and the World Bank focusing on work on economic valuation, natural capital accounting, biodiversity finance and related policy outcomes/mainstreaming;
· Protected Areas, including indigenous and community conserved area (ICCAs), in the context of the area-based Aichi Biodiversity Targets (Targets 5, 7, 11, 14 and 15), and building on work led by IUCN-WCPA at previous meetings of the RCP.
GEF impacts and experience


The programme will provide opportunity to present issues being addressed with the support of the GEF and its Implementing Agencies, highlighting experience and outcomes achieved at national level. This includes actions not only under the Biodiversity, Land Degradation and Climate Change focal areas, but also in the areas of Sustainable Forest Management / REDD+, International Waters, and chemicals.
National initiatives and experience



National organizations are strongly encouraged to participate. Sessions organized by international and non-governmental organizations should also involve as much as possible, national entities, participants and experience.
Session Format

The general programme format will consist of five sessions per day, with each session lasting one hour and 15 minutes, with a 30-minute break between sessions: 
9.30 a.m. – 10.45 a.m.: Morning session 1
11.15 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.: Morning session 2
1.15 – 2.30 p.m.: Lunch session 
3.00 – 4.15 p.m.: Afternoon session 1

4.45 – 6.00 p.m.: Afternoon session 2

Depending on needs and demand, an evening session from 6.30 – 8.00 p.m. may be arranged, with the opportunity also of hosting an evening reception in the lobby of the Concert Hall.
We encourage partners to use a creative and interactive format for their sessions, such as keynote presentations similar to TED talks, workshops, and café conversations. High-level participation is encouraged, including at the ministerial level, particularly during the high-level segment of COP 12 (15 to 16 October 2014).  Sessions should highlight success stories and showcase and encourage synergies in land management, biodiversity and climate. 
Other key points:

· Facilitators should make a brief one-minute welcome/introduction to the Rio Conventions Pavilion before each session, and another brief closing remark to inform about the next session. 
· Organizers should prepare printed name plates for panel speakers to insert into the eight placards that will be made available.
· Events should adhere strictly to the allocated time.
Application and Proposals
Please submit applications with a concept note for your proposed session(s) using the attached form/ template in Annex A, below, to rio.pavilion@cbd.int by 22 August 2014.

Please ensure your proposal addresses one of the above themes or relates to biodiversity, climate change and desertification.

Please note that it may not be possible to accept all proposals due to shortage of space and time. We will inform partners on the status of their proposals by 29 August 2014.

For proposals accepted, full programme details, including names of speakers, should be submitted by 10 September 2014. 

Costs and Contributions
As with previous Rio Conventions Pavilion events, we aim to minimize costs to partners as far as possible through fundraising efforts. Partners are invited to contribute towards shared costs for the Rio Conventions Pavilion, including the IISD Reporting Services coverage and other outreach/communications costs. Such contributions will enable highly effective, well-advertised, and collaborative Rio Conventions Pavilion meetings both in Pyeongchang and in the future. As with previous RCP meetings, all partners are expected to cover costs of any catering for their own sessions and contribute in-kind to logistical support, in addition to promoting and advertising the Rio Conventions Pavilion programme widely through their networks (see below).
Promotion

· Summary and descriptive agendas will be printed and posted on the website, www.riopavilion.org. Partners are responsible for printing and distributing any additional promotional materials for their sessions – please also submit these to info@riopavilion.org for web posting. 

· All partners are expected to post a link to www.riopavilion.org on their website, include the Rio Conventions Pavilion logo on flyers, advertisements and presentations, and use social media channels to promote your event and the Rio Conventions Pavilion in general. Please download the RCP logo at the following link: ftp://ftp.cbd.int/bigfiles/Outbox/matb/rio/logo.

Communications
Our intention is that Rio Conventions Pavilion events will be reported through IISD Reporting Services Rio Conventions Pavilion Bulletin. As at CBD COP 11 in Hyderabad and at Rio+20, we also expect to host Climate Change TV (CCTV) at the RCP venue.

To facilitate reporting, please provide full session details, including speaker names and answering the questions in the communications information form provided in Annex B below. Please send all requests, including those for media advisories, to the RCP press focal point, Mr. David Ainsworth (david.ainsworth@cbd.int) by 10 September 2014.
Catering, Shipments, and other services
Participating organizations are responsible for the specific logistics and associated costs for their sessions, including for:

· Catering (including coffee breaks)

· Shipments of materials (please limit paper usage)
· Printing of any materials 

· The basic audio-visual equipment supplied at the meeting room are, a projector, screens, several microphones and a laptop.  Any equipment beyond this (e.g. DVD player) need to be requested in advance and extra costs will need to be borne by the session organizer.
Catering

Requests for catering services should be sent to Mr. SeungWoo Cho at the email address below:

Alpensia Resort 

SeungWoo CHO 

Tel: +82-33-339-0000

Email: seungwoo.cho@ihg.com
Shipments

Shipment procedures are provided in the COP 12 Information Note for Participants available at:

http://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/cop/cop-12/other/cop-12-info-note-en.pdf
The procedure for transferring shipped items from the storage area to the Concert Hall is explained on page 18 of the Information Note.
Annex A 

Rio Conventions Pavilion Event Proposal Form

(Submit by 22 August 2014)
	Partner Organization


	Name and website:


	Key Contact/Liaison details
	Name:

Title/Organization:

Phone number:

Email:

	Proposed Theme (as per themes noted above)
	

	Proposed Session Title
	

	Session Facilitator(s)
Contact information
	Name:

Title/Organization:

Phone number:

Email:

	Preferred date and time 
(please list two)
	

	Please describe any additional promotional materials  and shipments (limiting paper use)
	

	Please provide a brief description of your proposed session (full programme details to be provided by 10 September 2014 at the latest)
	Please include: Planned outcomes, relation to climate change, land degradation and/or biodiversity, and plans for follow-up at future Rio Conventions Pavilion meetings or other events.



Annex B

Rio Conventions Pavilion Event and Communications Information
(Submit by 10 September 2014)

1. Name and contact details of communications officer.

a. Email and all cell phone contact details, both international and local.

2. Programmes for your events.

a. Please send in Word format, as detailed a programme as possible.  Notes on the themes and the presentations will make it easier to communicate with the media.

3. Bios of key speakers and spokespersons.

4. Script/questions, if applicable, for possible media interviews.

5. Media advisories. 

a. If you wish to issue any media advisories, please send them by 10 September 2014 to Mr. David Ainsworth.

b. At the Pavilion, we have limited space for press conferences, but we will have a space for media scrums and standups in between sessions.

c. Press conferences at the Press Centre of the conference venue can be arranged through request to Mr. Ainsworth.

6. Text for Twitter feed.

a. We will tweet for you through the Rio Conventions Pavilion tweet and all other partner twitter feeds.  Please provide tweets and the times you would like to see these sent out.

� The IISD Reporting Services Rio Conventions Pavilion Bulletin for the RCP at CBD COP 11 in 2012 is available at http://www.iisd.ca/biodiv/cop11/pavilion/. The Rio Conventions Pavilion Bulletin has also been prepared for the RCP at the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, Rio+20, 2012, at http://www.iisd.ca/uncsd/rio20/pavilion/ and for the RCP at UNCCD COP 11, 2013, at http://www.iisd.ca/desert/cop11/pavilion.





	To: CBD National Focal Points and relevant organizations


	[image: image2.png]



	[image: image3.png]Convention on
Biological Diversity




	Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity

United Nations Environment Programme
413 Saint-Jacques Street, Suite 800,  Montreal, QC, H2Y 1N9, Canada

Tel : +1 514 288 2220             Fax : +1 514 288 6588

secretariat@cbd.int                 www.cbd.int
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