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Aussi disponible en 
français sur pseau.org 

A review of resources and published papers on WASH in developing countries     

I n this 6th review, you’ll find our summer selection on recent WASH literature. In this edition, we’ve added a 

focus on menstrual hygiene management, as Menstrual Hygiene Day was celebrated recently on the 28th 

May. Enjoy your reading! 

The pS-Eau team 

DRINKING WATER // water service / water quality / household connection / ... 

SANITATION // sustainability / open defecation / sanitation marketing / ... 

HYGIENE // handwashing / behaviour change / health  / ... 

MENSTRUAL HYGIENE MANAGEMENT // girls’ attendance to school / gender / equity ... 

WASH SERVICES // WASH / SDGs / climate change / ... 



  Safely managed drinking water 
JMP, 2017 

This JMP 2017 
Thematic Report 
on safely managed 
drinking water 
considers the im-
plications of SDG 
target 6.1 from 

SDG 6 and outlines JMP plans for 
enhanced monitoring of drinking 
water in the SDG era. 

  

 

  WaSH Policy Research Digest Issue 
#5 Water tariffs and subsidies 
UNC, 2016 

The fifth issue of 
the UNC Digest 
focuses on subsidy 
targeting, specifi-
cally the poor per-
formance of in-
creasing block 
tariffs in targeting 

subsidies to low-income house-
holds. This issue explores recent 
literature on this topic, focusing on 
policy implications, and calls for 
decision-makers to consider alter-
native subsidy delivery me-
chanisms. 

  

 

  Research Paper No. 27 - Water 
from the heights, water from the 
grassroots: the governance of com-
mon dynamics and public services in 
La Paz-El Alto 
AFD, 2016 

This paper presents 
two example cases 
of access to urban 
water in Bolivia. 
The author analysis 
questions the go-
vernance and regu-
lation of services by 

integrating the concept of Com-
mons, as researched and dissemi-
nated by 2009 Nobel Prizes E. 
Ostrom and O. Williamson. 

  

  Results of round I of the WHO 
international scheme to evaluation 
household water treatment options 
WHO, 2016 

In 2014, WHO 
established the In-
ternational Scheme 
to Evaluate House-
h o l d  W a t e r 
Treatment Techno-
logies. This Round I 
Report of the 

Scheme is the first global as-
sessment of HWT performance, 
and details the results from a 
range of HWT technologies inclu-
ding solar, chemical, filtration and 
ultraviolet (UV). It highlights that of 
the ten HWT products evaluated, 
eight were found to meet WHO 
performance recommendations. 

  

 

  Role of the federations in Ethiopia 
(Southern Region) for the mainte-
nance of water points and gravity 
systems 
Inter Aide, 2017 

Inter Aide is 
working in the Sou-
thern Nations, Na-
tionalities, and 
Peoples' Region in 
Ethiopia, construc-
ting gravity systems 
and establishing 

mechanisms to ensure that com-
munities are able to maintain their 
water points. This paper describes 
the approach and results obtained 
so far. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Maximising the effectiveness of the 
water service by the promotion of 
household connections 
Gret, 2017 (in French) 

This document is 
the third booklet on 
the lessons learned 
from the AICHA 
p r o g r a m m e 
(Support to local 
municipalities’ ini-
tiatives for hydraulic 

and sanitation), implemented by 
Gret and Tenmiya in Mauritania. 
Based on the experience gained 
from the implementation of the 
programme, this paper focuses on 
the household water connections, 
its pros and cons and the ways to 
promote it. 
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In order to download a 
document, click on the 
title, the picture or the text 
of the article. 
 

You can find the complete 
list of documents and their 
re fe rences on our 
database: click here. 
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  The elimination of open defecation 
and its adverse health effects: a moral 
imperative for governments and deve-
lopment professionals 
Mara D., 2017 

This literature re-
view offers a glo-
bal picture of the 
fight against open 
defecation. The 
paper provides 
details on the pu-
blic health conse-

quences, challenged, current ap-
proaches linked to open defeca-
tion and its fight. 

  

 

  Characterization of pit latrines to 
support the design and selection of 
emptying tools in peri-urban Mzuzu, 
Malawi 
Chiposa R. et al., 2017 

Th i s  res earch 
aimed to characte-
rise household pit 
latrines for desi-
gning and se-
lecting pit latrine 
emptying tools in 

peri-urban neighbourhood of Area 
1B in Mzuzu. Findings suggested 
pit latrine emptying technology 
development focuses on a maxi-
mum tool diameter of 10 cm to fit 
through the keyhole (squat hole) 
and height of 146 cm to fit inside 
the superstructure, as well as sup-
porting unlined pits and the ability 
to pump trash. 

  

 

  Towards sustainable sanitation in 
an urbanising world 
Reymond P. et al., 2016 

It is increasingly 
acknowledged that 
conventional sewer
‐based sanitation 
cannot be the only 
solution for expan-
ding urban areas. 
This 5th chapter of 

the book Sustainable Urbanization 
argues that a new paradigm for 
urban sanitation is possible, if the 
heterogeneity within developing 
cities is reflected in the implemen-
tation of different sanitation sys-
tems, adapted to each urban con-
text and integrated under one ins-
titutional roof. 

 

 

  Towards “sustainable” sanitation: 
challenges and opportunities in urban 
Areas 
Andersson K. et al., 2016 

This paper reviews 
challenges asso-
ciated with provi-
ding sanitation sys-
tems in urban areas 
and explores ways 
to promote sustai-
nable sanitation in 

cities. It focuses on opportunities 
to stimulate sustainable sanitation 
approaches from a resource reco-
very perspective, generating ad-
ded value to society while protec-
ting human and ecosystem health 

 

  Local governance and sanitation: 
eight lessons from Uganda 
FMA & Republic of Uganda, 2016 
(in French and in English) 

This ‘Global Sani-
tation Fund in fo-
cus’ case study 
presents eight les-
sons learned from 
the GSF-supported 
Uganda Sanitation 
Fund (USF) in coor-

dinating, planning, and imple-
menting CLTS at scale through a 
decentralized government system. 
The USF is the largest programme 
of its kind in Uganda. The pro-
gramme, which began in 2011, is 
currently implemented by 30 Dis-
trict Local Governments under the 
overall management of the Mi-
nistry of Health. 

  

  Understanding open defecation in 
rural India. Untouchability, pollution 
and latrine pits. 
Coffey D. et al., 2016 

This paper draws on 
new data to present 
social and cultural 
explanations for 
India’s uniquely 
high rates of open 
defecation. 

 

 

  Keeping Track: CLTS Monitoring, 
Certification and Verification 
CLTS Knowledge Hub, 2017 

Monitoring, verifi-
cation and certifica-
tion are critical ele-
ments of the CLTS 
process as well as 
post ODF monito-
ring. This Learning 
Paper gives an 

overview of what is meant by mo-
nitoring, verification and certifica-
tion. It provides detail on what is 
being measured and verified, who 
is involved, typical indicators, 
methods for collecting data, as 
well as emerging challenges and 
experience in addressing them. 

  

 

  Sanitation in the cities of the Glo-
bal South: an unusual business? 
Naulet F. et al., 2016 (in French) 

This document is 
the proceedings of 
ContrEauverses, the 
seminar organised 
by AFD and Gret in 
2014. This edition 
focused on sanita-
tion in developing 

countries, and in particular on 
marketing approaches of sanita-
tion. 
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HYGIENE 

  Exploring determinants of hand-
washing with soap in Indonesia: A 
quantitative analysis. 
Hirai M. et al., 2016 

This study analyzes 
rural Indonesian 
households’ hy-
giene behaviors 
and attitudes to 
examine how moti-
vations for hand-
washing, locations 

of handwashing space in the 
household, and handwashing mo-
ments are associated with hand-
washing with soap as potential 
determinants of the behavior. This 
study concludes that handwashing 
with soap may be more effectively 
promoted through the use of non-
health messages. 

   The state of handwashing in 
2016: annual review 
GHP, 2017 

This summary by 
the Global Hand-
washing Patrnership 
outlines key themes 
and findings from 
59 peer-reviewed 
h a n d w a s h i n g -

related research papers published 
in 2016, relevant to low and 
middle-income countries, around 
1) the benefits of handwashing 
with soap, 2) handwashing com-
pliance, 3) approaches to hand-
washing behavior, 4) determinants 
of handwashing with soap, and 5) 
handwashing hardware efficacy. 

  

  The impact of water, sanitation 
and hygiene on key health and social 
outcomes: review of evidence 
SHARE & UNICEF, 2016 

This evidence paper 
d e v e l o p e d  b y 
SHARE and UNICEF 
looks at 10 areas 
on which WASH 
can plausibly have 
a strong impact: 
diarrhoea, nutri-

tion, complementary food hy-
giene, female psychosocial stress, 
violence, maternal and newborn 
health, menstrual hygiene mana-
gement, school attendance, oral 
vaccine performance, and ne-
glected tropical diseases.  
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  Looking at WASH in non-
household settings: WASH away 
from the home information guide 
IRC, 2016 

This information 
guide provides an 
overview of WASH 
in a variety of set-
tings beyond the 
household (o r 
“WASH away from 
t h e  h o m e ” ) : 

schools, health care facilities, 
workplaces, temporary use set-
tings (e.g. restaurants, accommo-
dation, transportation hubs, trans-
portation vehicles, markets, 
places of worship and public 
WASH facilities), mass gatherings 
and dislocated population set-
tings (e.g. internally displaced 
camps, refugee camps, prisons 
and orphanages). This guide pro-
vides background information 
and reference resources that can 
be applied to WASH programmes 
globally. There are also a number 
of case studies of best practices 
and lessons learnt. 

 

 

  The real cost of basic service pro-
vision and its sharing – Lessons from 
three developing cities 
IDDRI, 2016 (in English and 
French) 

IDDRI and IRD 
conducted bet-
ween 2009 and 
2012 a research 
programme on the 
full cost of basic 
services in deve-
loping cities. Ba-

sed on the concept of sustainable 
water cost recovery by various 
actors, it aimed at studying the 
issues of governance and finan-
cing in the long term. Three em-
pirical studies (Niger, Vientiane-
Laos and Casablanca-Morocco) 
have highlighted the actual for-
mation and sharing modalities of 

the costs. This brief presents the 
results of this research pro-
gramme, and particularly the fact 
that political, institutional and 
territorial conditions are decisive 
for sustainable financing of basic 
services. 

  

 

  Climate change and water and 
sanitation: likely impacts and emer-
ging trends for action 
Howard G. et al., 2016 

This literature re-
view provides an 
overview of the 
impacts of climate 
change on water 
and sanitation ser-
vices and key ac-

tions to reduce climate risks. 

 

 

  Strengthening governance of local 
water and sanitation utilities for im-
proved service delivery 
Fadel Ndaw M., 2017 

This report pro-
vides an overview 
o f  c a p a c i t y -
building activities 
undertaken after 
18 months of im-
plementation of 

the Egypt Sustainable Rural Sani-
tation Services Program for Re-
sults (PforR) and draws the lessons 
learned that can be replicated by 
other similar programs in the re-
gion and beyond. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Progress on drinking water, sani-
tation and hygiene: 2017 update 
and SDG baselines 
JMP, 2017 

The JMP 2017 
update report pre-
sents indicators 
and baseline esti-
mates for the drin-
king water, sanita-
tion and hygiene 

targets within the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). The 
report introduces the indicators of 
safely managed drinking water 
and sanitation services, which go 
beyond use of improved facilities, 
to include consideration of the 
quality of services provided. For 
the first time, hygiene estimates 
are reported for 70 countries.  
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  Menstrual hygiene management 
among adolescent girls in India: a 
systematic review and meta-analysis 
Van Eijk AM. et al., 2016 

 This study aimed to 
assess the status of 
menstrual hygiene 
m a n a g e m e n t 
(MHM) among 
adolescent girls in 
India to determine 

unmet needs, through a systematic 
review and meta-analysis of stu-
dies published from 2000 to Sep-
tember 2015. 

  

 

  Do menstrual hygiene manage-
ment interventions improve education 
and psychosocial outcomes for wo-
men and girls in low and middle in-
come countries? A systematic review 
Hennegan J. & Montgomery P., 
2016 

There is insufficient 
evidence to esta-
blish the effec-
tiveness of mens-
truation manage-
ment interventions. 
Eight trials have 

been conducted with hetero-
geneous results. Whilst they pro-
vided some indication of positive 
results, further research is needed 
to establish the role of menstrua-
tion hygiene management in edu-
cation performance, employment 
and other psychosocial outcomes. 
This review provides a concise 
summary of present trials and 
highlights improvements for future 
work. 

   

 

  Menstrual hygiene management 
among adolescent schoolgirls in low- 
and middle-income countries: 
research priorities 
Phillips-Howard P. et al., 2016 

This research highlights the current 
knowledge gaps in school-aged 

g i r l s ’  M H M 
research, and iden-
tify opportunities for 
addressing the 
dearth of hard evi-
dence limiting the 
ability of govern-

ments, donors, and other agencies 
to appropriately target resources. 
It outlines a series of research 
priorities and methodologies to 
address global priorities for MHM 
in schools for the next 10 years. 

 

 

  An opportunity to address mens-
trual health and gender equity 
FSG, 2016 

This report covers 
1) the state of the 
evidence linking 
menstrual health to 
outcomes; 2) a 
brief landscape of 
the problem and 

the menstrual health sector, inclu-
ding areas of progress and exis-
ting gaps; and 3) conclusions and 
perspectives on opportunities for 
the field. The research focused on 
sub-Saharan Africa and Asia and 
includes an in-depth assessment of 
the state of menstrual health in 
India, Kenya, and Ethiopia. 

  

 

  Menstrual hygiene management 
among Bangladeshi adolescent 
schoolgirls and risk factors affecting 
school absence: results from a cross-
sectional survey 
Alam MU. et al., 2017 

This study examines 
the association of 
menstrual hygiene 
m a n a g e m e n t 
knowledge, facili-
ties and practice 
with absence from 

school during menstruation 
among Bangladeshi schoolgirls. 
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A review of resources and published papers on WASH in 
developing countries     

Ressources 

As we know that the WASH literature is plentiful, we edit and re-
lease « Resources », a short literature review available in French 
and in English. We hope that our selection, both from recent 
French and English literature, will interest you. This list is far from 
being exhaustive, but we hope that it will give you some practical 
references, easily accessible for reading and downloading. 

 

Find our last reviews on :  

www.pseau.org/en/resources-ps-eau-literature-review 

http://www.pseau.org/en/resources-ps-eau-literature-review
https://youtu.be/zCHSoGUuPeU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wMN0hQ6SFAA

